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WELCOME to CHRIST CHURCH
Thanks for joining us for worship this morning! We gather each week because 
we believe Jesus Christ is the one true hope for our tired and broken world. 
So, wherever your walk is with God, we are glad you are here to be part of our 
celebration of God’s generosity to us in Jesus.

Christ Church is an inter-generational congregation rooted in our common 
faith in Christ and commitment to serving His kingdom. These commitments 
propel us into the future as we continue our congregation’s thirty-year tradition 
of joyful and reverent worship, dedication to spiritual growth, and passion for 
advancing the Gospel in Jacksonville and around the world.

If you have any questions about Christ Church, please don’t hesitate to ask an 
usher, a friendly face with a name tag in the lobby, or seek out one of our pastors. 

GUIDELINES for WORSHIP
With the spread of disease around our country, it is important for us, as a church, 
to be responsive to the circumstances. While we have aggressively implemented 
social distancing protocols and cleaning regimens, we cannot guarantee a non-
compromised environment. All common areas of the church building must be 
used at one’s own risk. Please follow these guidelines: 

• In keeping with our mayor’s order, face masks are required of all attendees 
over six years of age. If you do not have a mask, or perhaps forget to bring one, 
we have face coverings available in the Narthex.

• Please allow for six feet of distance between you and others not in your 
immediate family unit. Additionally, please refrain from physical greetings 
and congregating in the aisles and Narthex.

• We will not pass offering plates to collect our tithes and offerings. Rather, 
after the service, gifts can be deposited in the box labeled Tithes & Offerings 
located just outside the sanctuary doors in the  Narthex. Also, financial gifts 
can always be submitted online through the website. 



1

CALENDAR of EVENTS
 November 15 (5.30-7p)  Youth Small Groups
 November 21 (8-9a)  Galatians 6.2 Work Day
 November 21 (9a-Noon) Men’s Fellowship & Work Day
 November 22 (9a)  Worship Service
 November 22 (10.30a)  Worship Service (Cotton baptism)
 November 22 (5.30-7p) Youth Small Groups
 November 26-27  Thanksgiving Holiday (Office closed)
 November 29 (9a & 10.30a) Communion Services (Advent begins)

VIRTUAL SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP
This fall we will provide high quality educational resources for our church 
through a virtual School of Discipleship. Video lectures are released for the 
adults every Sunday. Our children’s ministry will also release a weekly video 
and provide families with an at home curriculum that will walk the children of 
Christ Church through the Ten Commandments this fall.

ADULT SMALL GROUPS
This fall, several morning and evening Bible studies, primarily through our 
men’s and women’s ministries, are being hosted at the church. Groups meet 
in our multipurpose room and under the pavilion with social distancing 
parameters. Visit our website for more information.

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
In order to continue to support the ministries of Christ Church throughout this 
season, we invite you to consider one of the following options:
1. Please consider our online giving option. Visit our website, 
www.christchurchpresjax.org, and click “Give” on the top right-hand corner 
of the homepage. If you need assistance, please contact our administrator, 
Charlotte Reeves.
2. Alternately, you can simply place donations in the Tithes & Offerings box in 
the Narthex or mail checks to the church office. 



2

ORDER of WORSHIP
  Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity • November 15, 2020

  ENTER the PRESENCE of GOD  

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS John Lawler
Please take a moment to prepare your heart for worship, and silence all mobile devices.

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 99

The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned above the 
cherubim; let the earth quake! The Lord is great in Zion!

He is exalted over all the peoples!
Exalt the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain!

For the Lord our God is holy!

INVOCATION

If able, please stand
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HYMN     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Words: Neander & Winkworth

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation!
O my soul, praise him for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near;
Praise him in glad adoration.
 
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen, how thy desires e’er have been
Granted in what he ordaineth?
 
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with his love he befriend thee.
 
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen sound from his people again;
Gladly fore’er we adore him.
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Prior to the corporate prayer, we take a moment to confess our sins in silence.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and repent. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the forgive us that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the 
glory of your name. Amen. glory of your name. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
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HYMN     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Words: Nettleton  |  Music: Robinson

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer; 
Hither by thy help I come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God: 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for thy courts above.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

And, in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate; was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The “holy catholic Church” refers to the entire company of God’s redeemed people throughout the 
world and  across the centuries.
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  HEAR the WORD of GOD  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 48

1 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
    in the city of our God!

   His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in elevation,
    is the joy of all the earth,

   Mount Zion, in the far north,
    the city of the great King.

3 Within her citadels God
    has made himself known as a fortress.

4 For behold, the kings assembled;
    they came on together.

5 As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;
    they were in panic; they took to flight.

6 Trembling took hold of them there,
    anguish as of a woman in labor.

7 By the east wind you shattered
    the ships of Tarshish.

8 As we have heard, so have we seen
    in the city of the Lord of hosts,

   in the city of our God,
    which God will establish forever. 

9 We have thought on your steadfast love, O God,
    in the midst of your temple.

10 As your name, O God,
    so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth.

    Your right hand is filled with righteousness.
11      Let Mount Zion be glad!
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    Let the daughters of Judah rejoice
    because of your judgments!

12 Walk about Zion, go around her,
    number her towers,

13 consider well her ramparts,
    go through her citadels,

    that you may tell the next generation
14     that this is God,
    our God forever and ever.

    He will guide us forever.

After the Psalm, we respond:

All men are like grass and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 
The grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the word of our God stands forever!
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EPISTLE LESSON Revelation 21.1-22.5   

21  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will 
be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 
payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God 
and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, 
as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 
death.”

9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 
last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife 
of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 
11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear 
as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 
angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were 
inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three 
gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve founda-
tions, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the 
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city and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as 
its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and 
width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human 
measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. 18 The wall was built of 
jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the 
wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the 
second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth 
carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the 
city was pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 
glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations 
walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will 
never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it 
the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 
nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life.

22  1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 
They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will 
be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
light, and they will reign forever and ever.

After the lesson, we respond:

This is the Word of the Lord!

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON Zion, City of Our God 
 Dr. Justin Young
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  RESPOND to GOD  

HYMN     At the Mountain of God
Words: Colson & Zipf  |  Music: Zipf

When the Lord comes down with the city of Zion,
Our hearts will find comfort at last.
We who’ve sown tears in grief will know laughter once again. 
All his people will shout Amen!

Chorus:
“Great things he has done!”, the redeemed will say. 
“Great things! Great things he has done!”
We will come to the feast at the mountain of God, Hallelujah! 
He has done great things!

The rolling hills will dance, and the rivers will clap. 
The sea will roar when he bids death to pass.
We will drink from the fountain of the everlasting God, 
And our thirst will be quenched! Amen!

There will be no need of the sun and moon to shine,
For the glory of the Lord will give the light.
The lame will stand and walk, the mute will raise their voice, 
And the blind will see his glorious sight!
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INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
After our congregational supplications, we say the prayer our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.

MINISTRY UPDATE Nerea Mattah
10.30a Service

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Tithes & Offerings may be deposited after the service in the offering box outside the sanctuary doors. 
Alternately, gifts can be made online at www.christchurchpresjax.org or mailed to the church office.

OFFERTORY Serve Hymn/Holy is the Lord
Words & Music: Peterson

High this mountain, broad this sea
Still my sin ran deeper

Grave offense my soul did wreak
Against creations keeper

But see what power so fell and fair
Has stayed his holy justice

God himself all hell did bear
How great his love for us is

So serve him, O serve him
He who brings the morning
O serve him, only serve him
He who brings the morning 

Every hour is a precious boon
Every breath is a mercy

Every glimpse of yonder moon
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A balm upon this journey       
How vast the heavens above this place     

So small beneath his glory
Still he stooped and showed his face     

And poured his mercy o’er me

So serve him, O serve him
He who brings the morning
O serve him, only serve him
He who brings the morning

Jesus our Messiah King      
For those who don’t deserve him
Conquered death all life to bring

So seek his face and serve him
O serve him 

Sing, O sing
Praise his name forever 

O praise him, O praise him
Praise his name forever 

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son; 
And praise the Spirit three in one! 
O Praise him, O Praise him; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
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  DEPART in PEACE  

HYMN     On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand
Words: Hustad  |  Music: McIntosh

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, 
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 
Where my possessions lie.

All o’er those wide extended plains 
Shines one eternal day;
There God the Son forever reigns, 
And scatters night away.

Chorus:
I am bound, I am bound, I am bound for the promised land. 
I am bound, I am bound, I am bound for the promised land.

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath 
Can reach that healthful shore; 
Sickness, sorrow, pain, and death,
Are felt and feared no more.

When shall I reach that happy place 
And be forever blessed?
When shall I see my Father’s face 
And in his bosom rest?

BENEDICTION
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MINISTRY of the WEEK
LOCAL
Toby & Lindsey Ragland, with their four daughters, are members at Christ 
Church. Toby works with College Golf Fellowship, seeking to share the gospel 
with and make disciples of college golfers on the campuses of UNF, UF, and 
UCF. His desire is to see college golfers give themselves to the service of Jesus 
inside and outside of the golfing world.

INTERNATIONAL
Gethsemane Garden Christian Centre (GGCC) is a Christian boarding school 
for HIV/AIDS orphans in Kenya, founded by Naphtaly and Nerea Mattah in 
2003. Nerea continues the legacy left behind by her husband with a desire to 
rescue orphans and vulnerable children, provide them with hope, and equip 
them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to empower them to impact Kenya and the 
world for His Kingdom. The school currently serves over 725 students.

ITEMS for PRAYER
HEALTH CONCERNS: Branson Bishop; Barb Day (Cancer); Elizabeth Garnett; 
Gar Gurganious (Cancer); Hector (Dementia) & V’Elna Harima; Wayne Noble; Tim 
Seise

DEPLOYMENTS: Jonathan Waddell (Abigail)





STAFF of  CHRIST CHURCH
Chuck Colson | Pastor |  ccolson@christchurchpresjax.org

John Lawler | Assistant Pastor | jlawler@christchurchpresjax.org

Charlotte Reeves | Administrative Assistant | admin@christchurchpresjax.org

Alec Cotton | Youth Director | acotton@christchurchpresjax.org

Allison Ristau | Children’s Ministry Coordinator | aristau@christchurchpresjax.org

Andy Zipf | Director of Music & Artist in Residence | azipf@christchurchpresjax.org

ELDERS of  CHRIST CHURCH
Carl Ashauer  |  Steve Beaver  |  Roger Bosma  |  Jim Dickenson  |  Jon Groh  |  Dave Lowe  

David Ristau  |  Cannon Simpson

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
9794 Old St. Augustine Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32257
(904) 262-5588 www.christchurchpresjax.org


